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: ; | M I CAHnH V. $3 5 
8 4nd this Man ſhall be the Peace, when the 
bs Aſſyrian ſhall come into our Land. 


a Prediction of Hezekiab's and Feruſalem's Deli- 
verance from the the 4ſſyrias :. :. , 
” Conſidered as to their myſtical Senſe, are a 
Y Prediction of the Church's Deliverance from their Enemies, 
'Y typified by Jeruſalem and the Afyriar. 


þ ' - I. la the literal Senſe, they are a PrediAion of Feruſa- 
'Y {w's Deliverance from the 4frian : ' And confidered-as to 
1 their copulative, (and) they are an Overplus of Care and 
1 Kindneſs-promiſed, ſomething more than what was ſaid in. 
{BY the foregoing Verſe. F 

8 _ They might objet, Though he is a+Feeder,. and a;Ru> 
{1 ler of us, for us, and over us, one that appears for us;:yet- 
1 there are many againſt us; Afr the Rod and Terror of 
1 © the Earth threatens us, he is preparing.to comeout againſt _ _. 
7 us, '9n he is coming againſt us, and; what: ſhall become of 
KF us tacn?. I”; 
'F Againſt this the Prophet comforts: them . in/the Text, 


; T * E Words confidered as to their literal Senſe, are 


And this Man ſhall be the Peace; not only the Feeder of I 

his Church, and one great to the ends of the Earth, but 3 
'Y one that ſhall be Peace to. them :. Peace, when Enemies 3 
18 azreat War with them. dang 


s 1 ef * EX, % - - - 4 ; TEN 
18 FZ7irft, The Perſon of whom mention-is made,..is'Chriſk 
18 the Meſpab. : 
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Peace in War by CaR1ST. 


This Man, He, whoſe Goings forth as God were of old | 
before-time : | 

He whoſe Coming forth as Man out of Berblebem 
Ephratah, was in time. 


Secondly, The Thing mentioned, what he ſhould be, I 
what he ſhould do, or the Bleſſing he would bring, 
viz. Peace. | 

This Man fhall be the Peace ; that is, he ſhall bring it, 
(the Figure of the Cauſe being put for the Effect) he ſal 
bring it, and he ſhall be it. 

- The Peace, the Peace promiſed to them, and expeRted 
by them, wiz. Safety arid ProteAtion from the Rage of 
their Enemies when-come up againſt them, and a Force 
to withſtand them. 


Thirdly, The Time when, viz. When the Aſſyrian ſhould 
come into the Land, Peace in War ; a time when it would 
| be moſt needful, moſt defireable, and moſt acceptable. 

In the Afſyriar's coming, Danger is imply'd, and great 
Fear by reaſon of it; in the Peace promiſed, a Remedy a- 
gainſt that Fear is ſupply'd. - 13. 

| © The firſt is as the overflowing Deluge, an overflowing | 
Jer. 47. 2. Flood; the latter as the Dove with an Olive-branctrof 
Peace, not in the decreaſe and abating of the Waters ;' but 
in the increaſe and riſing of them, and by ſo much the more | 
wonderful and aftoniſhing. 


x. War is one of thoſe dreadful Judgments with which | 
God has puniſhed, and uſually does puniſh, a finful People} - 
with for their Sins. | ww - 
.. 2. Inthe greateſt Judgments and Calamities Peace may:. 
be had in.and by Chriſt... | 6 

In the worſt of Calamities, upon a threefold account 1 
conſidered as to the words in the Text. FE: 
i 1/2. Peace} 
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of. Peace in War, Peace, when leaſt hope of Peace, 
when moſt need of Peace, when no Peace to him that goes 2 Chron. 
out, or comes in. | IS. 5 
2dly. Peace inWar upon their own Borders,Peace when 
' War abroad in other Nations, is a great Bleſſing, but 
. More when in their own Borders; when not only coming, 
but when come. 
34ly. Peace inWar on their own Borders by the Afſyriay, 
one of the worſt Enemies they ever had to do with. 
x. War is one of thoſe dreadful Fudgments with which 
God has puniſhed, and uſually does puniſh a ſinful People 
with for their Sins. | 
- An Evil, and an Evil by way of Eminency : An Evil, I 
make Peace, and create Evil : Evil there ſtrictly taken, is 
War, as oppoſed to Peace. | 
' | An Evil by way of Eminericy ; when Evil comes, as 16 45. 7. 
| | Sword, Peſtilence, &c. one of the greateſt of all penal E- > chron. 
'vils ; Peace is one of the greateſt outward Bleſſings, and 2* 
 B War its oppoſite, is one of the greateſt outward Evils, 
"A Jadgment and a fore Judgment ; Whes 7 ſend my faur 
= fore Fudgments, The Sword, the Famine, the noiſome Beaſt, E:*%. 14- 
BS adzhe Peſtzlence. 
Y ©lris fer there in the front, as the Imprimi, the head and 
'Y chief of them. A — that has Grievouſneſs in it, 

' the Grievonſneſs of War. And grievous Judgments are i 41.15. 
alled the ſtrength of Battel ; 7 pour'd on him the ftrength It: 92.25. 
of Battel. 

F A Judgment that has Puniſhments attending it ; Wrath Job 19.25: 
Mings the-Puniſpments of the Sword. 

': © A Judgment, that David by his own Experience knew 

2 had ſcarce an equal, and therefore could ſcarce ever think 

2 of it without Deprecation of ir, and Imprecation on them 

1 that delighted in it; Scatter thou them that delight in Plul68.303 
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Peace in War by CH IRST. 


Ez. 21-13+ t1Ence to the utmoſt. 


2 Sam. 24+ Viz, either three Years Famine, or three Months Flight be- 


A ſore Trial, that will try our Courage, Faith, and Pz- 


Judgments (as Stars) are not all of the ſame magnitude, 
but this is one of the greateſt ; as a Judgmeart. 

(1.) That the ies of Men are uſually made the Exe- 
cutioners of, 

(2.) That ſpares none, but devours all. 

3-) That briogs Terror with it. 

(35 That has many Judgments in the Womb of it. 

(5.) That is uſually one of the laſt that God puniſhes a 
ſinful People with. ; 


(x.) A Judgment that the worſt of Menare uſually made 


' the Executioners of. by 


The werſt of Creatures are good enough, and will ſerve 
(as Frogs and Lice in Egypr) for Plagues to a finful People; 
and the worſt-of Men (a Moabzte, an Aſſyriar, or Amorite) 
will ſerve as Inſtruments of Deſtruction, as a Rod of Anger 
in the hand of God, who many times punifhes his own Peo- 
ple by a worle People than themſelves. It was upon this ac- 
count, that David, when God condefcended ſo far in offer- 
ing him to be his own chuſer of one Judgment out of three, 


fore an. enraged Enemy, or three Days Peſtilence ; that 
tho” a Soldier, he declin'd that of War, and made choice of a 
fierce Peſtilence .(that tonſura.humani generis) before a ſhort 
War of three Months continuance, and he gives his reaſon 
for it: "Let ws now fall into the hand of the Lord, for bis 
Mercics are great, and let me not fall into the band of Man. 
God was merciful, ſo 'in his nature greatly merciful, but 
Men were cruel, . their Mercies were Cruelty; God might 
be entreated, he did nor delight to puniſh, nor ever did un- 
til provok'd to it ; he went out of his place to do it, and-- 
main return to his Mercy-ſeat again, but Men were inexo-+ | 
rable;_ there would be a reſerve of Mercy with God in Ty | 
| Min FJ 
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midſt of Wrath, or a time when his Anger would ceaſe ; 
but Men were implacable, irreconcilable, and would utter- 
ly deſtroy if they could ; and ſuch were the Enemies in the 
Text, brutiſh Men, skilful to deſtroy, not only ſuch as had 
2 good-will to it, but great Skill at it, expert to deſtroy ſuch E=21-37- 
as would have no Mercy, ſuch as ſhould not ſpare, nor have jer. v. 23. 
Pity. & 21. 7: 


(2.) A Judgment that ſpares none, but devours all : 7he , 5, ,,. 
Sword devours one as well as another. 25. . 

When the deſtroying Angel was ſent forth to go through 
the midit of Jeruſalem, his Commiſiion was neither to ſpare. Ezck. 9. 
nor have Pity, but to ſlay utterly, old and young, both 3 © 
Maids, little Children and Women, all, but them upon whom 
was the Mark. But when the Sword is drawn forth out of Exck. 21. 
its Sheath, it is drawn againſt al Fleſh, no Fleſh ſhall have 4% 212+ 
Peace, for the Commiſſion given i to devour from one end of 
the Land to the other end of it. 

No regard ſhall then be had to any, nor any diſtinion 
made as to Sex or Age, Quality or Qualification, Men or 
Women, Old or Young, Strong or Weak, Prince or Pea- 
fant, Fatherleſs or Widows, Righteous or Wicked ; for, the je. 6. 11. 
Wife with the Husband ſhall then be taken, the young Man ; 
and the Virgin, the Suckling with the Man of gray-hairs, the Deus. 28. 
Children abroad, and the Aſſembly of young Men together, Deut. 32. 
the Aged with him that is full of days, (that ſtoops for Age) "x 
ſhall fall in that day: The Mighty with the Weak, and the 2 Chron. 
Couragious among the Mighty, with the Faint-hearted, ſhall 35: "7: 
flee away naked, as not ablg to deliver themſelves ; the FHligh Amos 2. 
and the Honourable. with the Low and Mean, Head and em 
Tail, Branch and. Raf . ſhall be cut off, the. Fatherleſs and * © 

idows, the Rightepus with the Wicked, (thoſe that God u- 
ſually adopted as part of his ſpecial care) bail then find no 

F. Mercy 3. a: fire . ſhall be kindled that ſhall devour the green- 1. 5. 15 

"| free with the dry :. Thus it was threatned, and thus (by 
b. Py the 
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74 Peace in War by CunrisT. 
Ez. 21. - the Aſſyrian and Chaldean) it was executed, for God gave 
Ter. 6. 11, them all into bis hand. A Conqueror's Sword knows no 


2 Chron. Faces, 
36. 17. 


— 


(3.) A Judgment that brings Terror with tt. 

Jer. 15. 8. The Chaldean Forces are call'd Watchers that bring Ter. 
rors, ſome Judgments, come infenfibly upon us without 

Ez. 21.12. Terror or Afrightment ; but Terrors ariſe by reaſon of the 
Sword, many, great, continuing, ſ(urrounding, and univer- 
ſal Terrors; many Terrors, Terrors like Waters taking hold 

Job 26.20. on them, Terrors in abundance, and with an irrefiſtible 
Force and Violence breaking in upon them. 

Great Terrors, Terrors too great for words to expreſs, 
and therefore the Prophet was commanded to do it by 
ſigns, viz. by ſmiting on his thigh  Terrors ſo great asto 

. cauſe Compaſſion to fail in them that by nature are fo much 
Jer. 47- 3- inclin'd to it, for the Fathers ſbonld not look Back to their 
Children for feebleneſs of hands at the tidings of it. 
Continval Terrors, Terrors by day and Terrorsby night; 
ſurrounding Terrors, Terrors on every fide, from which 
Lim. 2.22. there ſhould be no eſcaping nor fleeing : Univerſal Terrors, 
Terrors upon the Hearts of all. | $ 
In that Day when God ariſes to ſhake terribly the Barth; 
Ifa. 2.19. and by War to cauſe Terror in the Land of the living, Aw 
guiſh will then take hold on the Inhabitants of the Earth, anl 
Ez. 32.32. Pains of a Women in travel, their hands will wax feeble, and 
their Knees become weat as water, every Spirit ſhall faint, and 
Jer. 6. 24- every Heart through fear melt within them ; viz. of the Goc 
and Bad, of the Greatand High, as well as of the Low and- 
Mean. ; BY IN Rs - 
Of the Good ;- Them that ſeem tobe priviledg'd from! 
Plal. 1.5. the Terror by night, Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the Terror. 
by night ; yet they ſhall then be in Terror, "» 
Chap. 4.i9. Yeremy cried out, My Bowels, my Bowels, he was pained at 
Heart, and could not hold his Peace. Ezekiel {mote on his 
Thigh, | 
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Thigh, and ſigh'd wirb Birrerneſs to the breaking of his £2-21-5.5- 
Loins. And Habbakkuk trembled in himſelf, his Lips guz- Hab. 3.15. 
wred, his Belly trembled, and Rottenneſs entred into his Bones, 
ut the fight of the Sword drawn, at the ſound of the Trumpet, 
nd the alarm of War in the day of that trouble. And if fo at 
the alarm of War, how great then would it be at the Exe- 
t cution of it. 
e Of the great, the high, and the mighty ones, the Kings 
- I ofthe Earth, their hearts ſhall then periſh, and the hearts of Jer. 4. 5. 
+ Bl Princes be aſtonied; they, of whom fome have too often 
» | been a Terror to good Works, and a Terror to the World 

their evil Works, ſhall then themſelves be terrify'd, be Ez. 32-r:-. 
; | horribly afraid, they that (like Lightning) hurt when re- 
7 | filed, muſt then yield in that day when God comes to ſtrike 
3 || through Kings in his Anger, and to lop thoſe Boughs, (as 
1 
p 


Senacherib was call'd and threatned to be) thoſe luxuriant Ia. 10. 33. 
 Boughs with Terror. If jo much Terror at the Fame, and 
in the Fear of it, what then will it be in the Feeling of it 2 


A © (4.) A Judgment that has many Judgments in the womb 
; | dit; no fiogleJudgment, bur the complicate of Judgments ; 
| ve may fay of it as was faid of Gad, Behold, a Troop comes ; 
;" © tTroop of Miſeries and Calamitiesas a Train attending the 
.. & Troops of War: Peſtifence and Sword, Famine and Sword, peu. 28: 
/ | Gptivity and Sword, Plunder and Sword, Rapine and 53: a 52. 
{ | Word, Fire and Sword, are uſually put together as,inſepa- 7 a 
' | table Comparſions of it. wikis If. 8. 4. 
| : Violation of Laws, Deſolation of Cities, infeQious Diſca- & 55 25: 
&, grievous Famine, raging Peſtilence, and DeſtruQtion up- Jer. 4. 20- 


- Þ an Deſtruction, are ſome of the Concomitants of War, ſome : 
1 | kw of thoſe many Evils that attend it. « + 
* | The confuſed noiſe of the Warrfour, is (as one ſays) the 

" & Muſick of War, and Garments rolfd\4in Blood the Bravery ( 

, Air; Habitations forſaken, Cities laid in heaps and turned 


I wiſhes, Garments rolf'd in Blood, and the Shields of the 
F [is ; | Mighty 
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Jer. 4- 7- Mighty made red with it, Carcaſles torn afunder, forrow- 
— * ing Widows, weeping Orphans, Children dafhr in pieces, 
& 5. 25- and Women with Chuld ript up, are ſome of the fad SpeQz. 
Hoſ-13-16- 1; our Eyes mult then behold : Sin has all Evil, and Wer 
all Miſery in it ; -the Cotleion (as one fays) for Variety, 
and the Spirit of Bitterneſs for degree, of all Miſery in it, 
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(5.) A Judgment that is uſually ohne of the laſt that God 

puoiſhes a ſintul Pcople with, and by {o much the worſe, 
Judgment is God's firange Work, a Work he is not wik 
ling to be acquainted with, but to be wholly a Stranger to, 
unwilling to, gradual in, and never does, but when provo- 
ked to it by Sin ; he has leſſer and greater Judgments, Rods 
.and Scorpions, (as the Romans had their leſſer and greater 
Puniſhments, Rods and the Axe); one, for leſſer Offenders, 
the other for the incorrigible ; one to reform and reclaim, 
the other to ruin and deſtroy ; by them he warns, by this 
he ruins: Which ſhows, As the greateſt,of Sin on our part 
thus to provoke him toit; So the _—_ of Wrath on his 
part when provok'd, thus to puniſh, in that he ſeldom or 
Ia. 13. 9. Ever does it, but when others prove ineffetual. He never 
Deut. 32- draws his Sword but-in Anger;; when he whets his Sword, 
ifa. x0. 75" it is to-render. Vengeance to his Enemies, the People againk 
Jer. 45.10 whom he draws it; arecall'd he People of his Wrath; and 
21-5 the time when it comes out-to devour, is call'd a day of great 
Vengeance ; a Day cruel both withWrath and fierce Anger, 
great Wrath, that comes out to make a full end, viz. 
Judgments; ſo that Judgment ſhall not riſe up a ſeeond 
time, and of Sinners too, for it is Wrath taconſume, ſwab 
low up, , and utterly to deſtroy. In right diſcipline the 
8-5 ſharpeſt Cenfure is laſt, _ | 4 
1 Now-f it ſhould be askt ; Wherefore has the Lord at any 
2 Chron. time done thus? It may be anſwered, For Sin has he done 
7. 21 it: Waris the fruit of Wrath, (Wrath brings the Punif 
ment of the Sword) and Wrath: is the fruit of Sin, of al 
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Pei in Wat by 
Sn.io general, and of ſome notorious Sins in particular 
vpott record in Scripture, that we find not only threatned 
with this;Judgment, but ſeverely puniſh'd by it. 
Now if thole Sins that provok'd God to een Deſtroy- 
ers againſt other Nations to devour them' with open Mouth, 1f.r9.4,7. 
are.our Sins, and the worſe becauſe ours, as committed in 
the face of that Juſtice rhat puniſhed them for them, What 
caviſe of Thankfultieſs is there thar we are not yet num- 
bred to the Sword, nor made to bow down to the Slaughs- Ife. 5. 24. 
ter? And as great reaſon-to fear, that if we turn not from *, 
them, it will not be long before we be, 
The Weapons form'd and prepar'd againſt us, are not 
yet broken, but otily turn'd' back ; the Sword drawri, is 
not as yet put up'into-its place, but-only put by ; how lotig| ſer. 47. 6. 
if will be, ere it put ir ſelf up'into its Scabbard, be quier 
reſt and ve till, of rather how ſoon it may have a'Commil- 
fion to go forth and devour, who catt'tell 
God 1s not'yet turned back to his Mercy-ſeat, the place 
of his Reſt and Delight, nor is his Anger turned away from 
us, but his Hand ſtretched out ſtill; and how ſoon'it may 
take hold of the Sword to ſharpen and furbiſh it, thar'it 
may glitter and conſume 3; how foon he may make it 
bright for the Slaughter, that it may be'(atiate, niade fat 
with our Fleſh, and drunk with our Blood, who can tell ? jer. 45.10. 
If he ſhould'db'it, he would be juſt'; but that as yet he 
does not, is not becauſe our Sins fail] ahd'ceaſe to'be; bat 
betauſe' his Compaſſions fail not, and'that becauſe he waits 
to'be gracious; 
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(2.) In the greateſt Miſeries and Calamities, Peace may 
behad by Chriſt ; who has made Peace forus; ndronty with 
God, but with Men, the worſt of our Enemies : So that they 
ſhall be at Peace with' us; fo frat leaſt; that if theF*will not 
oh us; they ſhztFnot' de” Is his leave they cannot). 

us, In 
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In the greateſt Miſeries and Calamities Peace may be 
had ; 

Thus in the literal Seole ; 

Thus in the myſtical Senſe. 

Thus in the literal Senſe ; 

Peace to them in the Text, Peace in War on their own 
Borders, Peace in War there by the 4fjjrian, one of the 
worſt Enemies they ever had to do with : 


An Old Enemy. 


/ Nimrod was the firſt Tyrant, and A4ſſur was one of Njw- 
_rod's Captains, one early at Miſchief, and unwearied in it, 

and ready upon all occaſions for it ; no Miſchief was go- 

Neh. 5.32. 1ng but he had a hand in it, (4ſhur is with them, .4/hur 
- ape alſo is there) nor any Strength wanting to carry it on, 
5” but he would ſupply it, (4/par is joined with them, they 
have holpen the Children of Loz); an old inveterate Ene- 

my, and ſo much the worle, like an old Sore full of Ran- 

cor and Venom. | 


A Perfidious Enemy. 


That kept not the Articles, but broke his Faith with 

\ Hezekiah in coming up to War againſt him after he had 

' \received Money to depart ; next to a Faithful Friend, 

2 King518- one like a Noble Foe, but this was a Treacherous and 
Perfidious one. 


A Potent Enemy. 
A weak Enemy is contemptible, but a ſtrong Enemy 


Cone that has Streogth for the day. of Battel) ay 
| | _ ble, 


= PeaceinWar by Cyrisr. 
ble; yet as ſtrong as he was, he was not a match for one 
Angel, for the Angel went forth and {mote in the Camp of 
the Aſrians a hundred fourſcore and five thouſand in one 
night. 


It 


A Tyrannical Enemy. 


Nimrod the firſt Tyrant was a mighty hunter, not only 
of Beaſts but of Men, a Tyrant to a Proverb, (his Suc- 
celſors in Tyranny being from him call'd N;mrods ;) from Gen. 5. 5. 
him the 4fſyrian deſcended, ſet out by a Lion and Eagle to 
note his Fierceneſs, (they. being the fierceſt of all Beaſts 
and Birds) and to a Lion with Eagles Wings, to note his 
Swiftneſs to it, (the Eagle being a Fowl of the ſtrongeſt 
and ſwifreſt Flight) one eminent in Cruelty and Oppreſlion, 
for in his Heart it was to deſtroy Nations not a few, -in his 2 Kings 
Heart it was to will it, but not in the power of His hand to High 
ee it. rave 


Dan. *. c. 


A Blaſphemous Enemy, 


That defy'd the great God of Heaven; Where are they 
emong all the Gods of the Country, that have delivered their 2 Kings 
Country out of my hand, that the Lord ſhould deliver Jerufa. ** 
lem out of My hand 2 A height of. Reproach caſt upon the 
living God, that he ſaid ſhould be avenged, and it was as 
venged. 


An Idolatrous Enemy. 


And the worſe becauſe ſo, and one that died in his Ido - 
htry : God faid he ould return into his own Land, and.* fins: 
fall by the Sword there ; and it was executed upon. him; for © me 
a5 he was worſhipping in the Houſe of Niſroch his God, his 
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Sons {mote him with the. Sword,” took awaz his Life that 
gave them theirs. 


Now, when this Strong and Potent, this Proud and [nſo. 


lent, this Perfidious and Treacherous, this Inſulting ang 
Scoffing, this Tyrannical and Oppreſling, this Blaſphemoug 
and Idolatrous Enemy, ſhould come into their Land, there 
ſhould be Peace ; Peace, not only when coming, but when 
come ; a worle Judgment than War could not well come, 
nor a worſe Enemy than the Aſſyrian to execute it ; and 
therefore a greater outward Blefling than Peace, than this 
Peace promiſed, could not be, when he was come. 


Matt. 10. Peace, {triatly taken, 1s oppoſed ta War and Diſcord ; 
Luk.12 35 War without and within us. 
x Cor. 14 Peace, largely taken, is oppoſed to Evil and Miſery, and 
33- is comprehenſive (in the Hebrew Phraſe) of all Good and 
James 4-1, d 
Happineſs. 
And the Peace in the Text may be taken either, 
For Peace from Trouble, 
Or Peace in Trouble, 
Or Peace by Trouble. 
pay from Trouble, by proteQing them in it ; 
' Peace in Trouble, by ſupporting them under it ; 
Peace by Trouble, by delivering them by it. 


(1.) Peace from Trouble, by proteCting them in it from 
the Fury and Force of their Enemies. 

A Man fhall be a Hiding-place from the Wind, a Covert 
from the Storm. A Man, this Man, viz. Hezekzah in the 
Shadow ; This Man, viz. Chrift in the Subſtance ; He, in 
the Hiſtory, Chriſt in the Myſtery. 

A Hiding-place from the Wind, a Covert from the Tepr- 
peft ; from what Coaſt or Quarter ſoeyer it comes, and hoy 
Qrong and violent {oever it is. _—— ; 
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Refuge, a ſtrong Refuge, 8 Hexſe of defence to fave. 


| '1 Rock, the Rock of their Refuge, the Rock of their 


Strength, the Rack of their Salvation. 
A ttrong Rock, a Rock ſtronger than theirs : A high 4 
Rock, a'Rock higher than they ; ſtrong and impregnable, 
ipgh-and inacceſſable, too high for them to reach, not to 
be ſcal'd nor undermined. | 

Thus Fudea's Peace in the general, and Jeru/a/em's Peace 
in particular, was preſerved againſt Senacherib and the 4/- 
firian, when they trode in their Palaces (tz. in all the 
ities of Judah but Feruſalem) by God's preventing his 
coming into the City, or before it with a Shield, by his 
knding an Angel into the Camp which made a great ſlaugh- 
ter there, and by forcing him to return by the ſame way 
that he came. 


(2.) Peace in Trouble, 
By ſupporting them ynder it, and comforting them in it :- 
God threatned obſtinate Sinners of old, that the Sword 


nithout, and Terror within ſhould devour. A Terror with- Deut: 32- 


in, more terrible than the Sword without : But from this, 
ths Prince of Peace ſecures his People ; he ſpeaks Peace to- 

em, by givipg Peace in War, Peace with God, when at 
War with Men, iaward Peace in outward Trouble, (Muſick. 
Calmneſs and Serenity of Mind within, when Storms with- 
out ;) a Peace that their Enemies would not give them if 
they could, nor can take away if they would. 


Thus Fofiah had Peace, the Peace promiſed, viz. of dys.2 Kngs22. . 


20, 2329s - 


ng in Peace, though he died in War ; for he died in Peace 


with God, though in War with Men ; their Peace may not firas vi- 


be ſo apparent as their Trouble, yet it is as real, and the {cf cv 
more inward the better. , - -* nonvident 


yntiones: . 


(3.) Peace by Trouble, viz. outward Peace by outward- 
Trouble. The. 


7Ie 7. 
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' The Peace generally underſtood to be meant here in the, 
Text, making their Troubles ſubſervient to their Peace, as 


he did the Aſſyrian Invaſion to Feraſalem's Peace, by raifing 
(as was forctold} ſeven Shepherds, andeight principal Men; 
2a certain number put for anuncertain, but a ſufficient num- 
ber (for ſeven is a number of Perfefion) Forces enough 
as ſucceſsful Inſtruments of his Revenge upon the Afyriars, 
and his People's Deliverance from them, by driving him 
back into his own Country, when invading theirs, and there 


making great ſlaughter upon them ; and by this, a way: 


for their laſting Peace, though as much againſt his Will, as 
beyond his ExpeQtation. When the Adverſary bends his 
Bow, and makes ready his Arrow, whoever draws the Boy, 
it is God that orders and direts the Arrow ; ſometimes 
ſhooting it further than they intended who drew it, and 
ſometimes cauſing it to return upon themſelves ; the Mif- 
chief intended by them to return upon them, the miſchie- 

Pal. 7. 15. vous Device to come down upon their own heads, and their 
violent Dealing upon their own pates. 


(2.) Peace in the myſtical Senſe, is that Peace which 
Chriſt will give to his People againſt their Enemies ; Typified 
by the 4ſyrzan, and may be improved as an Argument 


Of Comfort, to them that are at Peace with this 
Prince of Peace ; | 
Of Counſel, to them that are not at Peace with this 
> © Prince of Peace ; EF | 
Of Caution, 'to them that are' at War with this 
Prince of Peace. 


.-: I, An Argument of Comfort to them that are at Peace - 
with this Prince of Peace. 2 _” 


He 


EE 
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He left Peace with his Diſciples when dying as a Remedy 
againſt Fear, ( My Peace I leave with you, let not your heart John 14. 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid ;) and in Trouble (the wy 
greateſt Trouble) he will be Peace, he will give Peace to 
you, v#z, either from Trouble, in Trouble, or by Trouble. 


(1.) From Trouble : 
He has hidden-places to ſecure you in, (as well as hidden 
Mauna to comfort you) where none ſhall find whom he 
hides there, and will be this way Peace to you, v7z. by tak- 
ing you into the Chambers of his Providence, until his Tye 191.25. 20. 
dignation is paſt, hiding you in the ſecret of his Tabernacle, 
(a ſacred and inviolable Refuge ;) in the ſecret of his Pre- 
lence from the Pride of Men, and «nder the ſhadow of his Pal. 27. s- 
IVings, (an Emblem of tender Compallion, ſpeedy and ſure ?;; 5.” is 
Defence) when under the heat of their Rage and Fury, de- 
livering you in fix and in ſeven Troubles, delivering from 
them, by protecting in them, viz. from the Evil of them; 
whilſt under them 7» War, from the power of the Sword, 1b 5. t9, 


(2.) Peace in Trouble : 
He is with you in all your Troubles, (fear noz Tam with If. 41. 15 
thee ;) near, when Trouble is near, and nearer to you than 
Trouble can be, near, not only as a SpeAator of yourTrou- 
bles, but as a Supporter under them, (7 wzll frengthen,T will 
uphold thee ;) fo that you ſhall be above them- whilſt under 
them : And near as a Comforter in them ; then you will 
moſt:!need Comfort, and then you ſhall haveit; and not in ; 
ſome Tribulations only, but in all, and in all, to the higheſt ? <4 
depree of them ; as they abound, fo ſhall your Conſolations 
abound by him, out of whom no real Comfort can be found, 
and in whom none are wanting,cither as to kind or degree : 
there can be no Kind, no Time, nor Place'of Trouble, where 
this God of all Comfort is with his Comforts ; they are good 
at all times, but beſt in the worſt times, C33 
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(3.) Peace by Trouble : I. 
All the Deliverances upon Mount Z3ov, ate the Continy- 
ces of hisWiifdoin, andthe Effes of his Power, who'rates in 
.Ziow, rulcs in Troubles there, rules her Troubles, and can 
over-rule them, fo as to turn the Evil intended agtinſt hee, 
for Good to her, and thereby make her Troubles the Means 
of her Peace, (as the troubling of Betheſdah's Waters were 
.of healing) her Sorrows a way to her Comforts, and her 
falls ſteps to her riſe : when theſe Waters riſe upas an over. 
Jer. 47. 7: lowing Flood, to overflow the Land, he will be as a Noah 
toe you, a Comfort, andgive you Reſt in-that day of Frou- 
ble; ſave you. io. it, fave-you from it, or ſave'youby it; and 
Plal. 27. 3- therefore, though War fhould riſe up againſt you, though an. 
Haft ſhould excamp againſt you, in this be confident : By this | 


— 


be comforted. 


2. An. Argument of Counſel to then that are not at 

Peace. with this Prince of Peace, v/z. to agree with' their 
Adverfary, to make Peace with im. | 

Afts12.20. When Herod was diſpleaſed (or bore a hoſtile Mind in- 

tending to make War) withthe Men of Tyre and Sidow, thiey 

made Blaſtus their Friend, in order unto Peace with hi : 

And the beſt Counſel: that can be given, or taken in this 

caſe, is, to. make Chriſt,this.Prince of Peace, your Friend to 

God; wha is.the Gadiof Peace through him! only. There is 

no Peace to.them'that are not at:Peace with him, (»o Peace 

17. 48. ult. #0. the Wicked.) they are Enemiesto God, the God of Peart, 

and. continuing.ſo,. they: can” have no-Peace, none-at any 

time, much. le(s in eviltimes. ; the Bleſſing/of' Peace, is the 

Bleſſingof Faith in Chriſt ;. there. is no true Peace to be had 

our, of him, nor: any by him,. but by: warring' againſt 'Sin 

that. broke. the: Peace, and by: believing:in hin the Prince” 

of Peace, who died to purchaſe-it,. and-ever lives to mains || « 

rain It. 

Who 
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Who knows how ſoon God may come out of his place 
(his Mercy-ſeat, the place of his Reſt and Delight) #0 puniſþ If. 25. 21. 
the Inhabitants of our Laad for their Triquities > how ſoon 
the Spoiler may come ſuddenly upon you, the Lion from Jer. 5. 26. 
his Thicket : The Deſtroyer from his place, with the Wea- 
pons of God's Indignation in his hand, to make the Land deſo- 
late, and to deſtroy the Sinners out of it, to ſweep zt with a 19. I4.23. 
Beſom of Deſtruttion, and to ſweep it clean ; lo as to deſtroy 
the whole Land, to whom God may give that Charge he 7#13-5,6. 
did to the 4ſſjrian, to take the Spoil, and the Prey, and to” © © 
tread you down as the Mire in the Streets, - Iſa. 14. 23. 

Let me ask you, What will you do in that day? In that 
day of Vifitation, and in the Deſolation that ſhall come from 1f. 16. 3. 


| far ? the day of Vengeance that ſhall come as a Deſtruttion 


from the Almighty ; when the Deſtroyer is on your Borders, 
in your Streets, at your Doors, in your Houſes, whether 
will ye then go? To whom will ye then flee for help 2 To 
whom will ye, to whom with Safety can ye, but to this 
Prince of Peace, the beſt, and only ſhelter from God's 


Wrath and Man's ? 


3. An Argument of Caution to them that are at War 
with this Prince of Peace. 

Bewareof riſing up in arms againſt him, of fighting with 
him. This Man in the Text, zs a Man of War, the LORD Ex. 15. ;, 
is bis name, the Lord of Hoſts; Lord of all the Hoſts in 
Heaven, and on Earth, one too many and too mighty for 
you ; no Strength nor Wrath like that of the Lamb, Who ev. 13. 4. 
is able to make War with him > who with Succeſs 2 Who 
Is able toabide his Indignation ? The Nations ſhall not be able Nab. 1.6. 
to abide it ; much leſs to reſfiſt,and leaſt of all toovercome it. 

We have not that particular Book (mentioned by Meſes) 
of the Wars of the Lord before us to read, but a more ſure:Numb. 2r. 
Book we have; in which we read, . who they are that will wh 
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Frſepitts, 
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riſe up and fet themſelves againſt this Prince of Peace, and 


2 what the iſſue of the War will be ; The Kings of the Earth 


will ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take Counſel together a. 
gainſt the Lord: The Men of Dignity and Authority, of 
Power and Greatneſs, of Wit and Subtilty, will endeavour 
by Power and Policy, by Force and Fraud, by open and ſe. ' 
cret Hoſtility to dethrone him, who is now King of Saints, 
and will ve King of Nations ; but to their own Ruin, they 
all fall by it, for He, the Lord himſelf, will f2bt againf 


. 5. them, with an out-ſtretched hand, and with a ſtrong arm, even 


in Anger, in Fury, and in great Wrath. 
There is no Strength, no Wiſdom, nor Counſel againſt the 
Zord ; none eventualy, though there may, and will be in- 


tentionally ; Might (ball not prevail, nor Wiſdom ſucceed 


againſt him, who can weaken the Strength of the Mighty, 


* and break the Pride of their Power, who can cauſe the Wil. 


dom of the Wiſe to periſh, and turn their Counſel into Foo- 
liſhneſs, and cauſe both to return upon themitelves to their 
own Deſtruction. 

It was he that ſubdu'd the great King of Aria, in whcſe 
Hezrt it was to ſubdue Nations not a few ; It was he that 
with his right-hand, glorious in Power, overthrew Pharaoh 
the King of Egypr, when he czme out zgainft him with a 
great Force, (v7z. Fifty thouſand Horſe and Two hundred 
thouſand Foot) with great Rage, with his Hand to deſtroy, 
and with as great confidence of Succels, My Fland ſhall de- 
ftroy : It was he that turned Achirophel's Counſel into Foc 
lifhneſs, into Shame to his Houſe, and Ruin to himſelf, by 
being his own Executioner, and thereby without a Meta- 
phor enſnaring himſelf in the Work of his own hangs. It 
was he that made Zaman's Promotion at Court, a fiep to 
a higher Promotion on a Givbet ; ſo much the more jONQ- 
minious as it was high and conſpicuous. 


And 
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and infatuate the Counſels of all that riſe up againſt him: 
Their Continuance is by his Forbearance, and the only tea- 
ſon why they ſtand, .is becauſe he ſits ſtill ; but if he ariſe, 
they ſhall flee-and fall before bim. Ws: 

He needs no aids to aſffiſt him; if he' did, ' he conldeom- 
mand Legions of Angels, thoſe mighty ones that excel in 
ſtrength, to aſiſt him; nor did he ever uſe them becauſe he 
tid need'them, but that he might honour them. Es 
- Were ther not'one of 'the {even Shepherds*Crhe princh; 
pal of the Flock,) nor one out of eight principal: Mefr 0 
tound faithful ro him 2 But all conſpiring againſt him, yer 
he can do it without them, he can do it againſt them, he 


cn do-it;an{he will-do it, +» Bey 
-*He'ean do-it;- for he is of great Poiyer, and wonderful in 
working : And when the day of Vengence, the time ro te- 
pay Fury to his Adverſaries is come, he will do it. 

He is head, of all Principalities, far above all Principali- Coll 2. 1c. 
ties: He fought with ſpiritual Principalities, thoſe ſpiritual F272 
Wickedneſles in high places, (on the Croſs the higher 

round) and overcame them, and fo he will with all earth= 
y Principalities and Powers too, if tl.-y riſe up againſt 
him, and p) in QZ -and-their-and Principalties-down-- Jer. 13.18: 

When he who is the Lord, ſtrong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in Battel, girds his Sword on his Thigh with Glory 
and Majeſty, girds himſelf with Strength, muſters his For- 
ces, and goes forth with his Armies, marches before them in 
the day of his Power, (the day of his Armies or Militia) as pr x6, 35 
the Caprain and Strength of their Salvation; he will then,Coiarm 
ride on in Glory and Majeſty,go on proſperouſly, Conguey Aon: 
ing and to conquer, . 2 . 

He will then ſtretch ferth his right-hand againſt the 
Wrath of his Enemies, and by it do terrible things,” break 
the Arrow, tie Bow, the Shield, the Sword, the Bartel, and 
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every Weapon form'd againſt tum ; ſpoil the Stout-hearted, 
and enfeeble the Strong, ſo that none of the Men of Might 
ſhall fiad their hands : He will wound the heads over many 
Countries, the mighty heads, (cut the Raha#s, and wound 
the Dragons) cut off the- Spirit of Princes, aud ſtrike 
through Kings in the day of his Anger ; put the Adverlaries 
to flight, ſo that Kings of Armies ſhall flee apace; as ſmoke 
is driven by the Wind, fo ſhall they be driven away ; and 
as Wax melteth before the Fire, ſo ſhall they periſh at his 
Preſence, and leave behind them as eminent Inſtances of 
their Ruin, as of their Folly, | 
| Hecando it; for he is not only infinite in Wiſdom to con- 
trivea way to it, but of great Power to effect it : | 
And he will do it ; for he has ſaid he will, and faithful is he 
that has ſaidit, and he will do it ; The Faithful God ; As 
Faithful as God. 


